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studies in II corinthians
By: Dr. J. Richard Chase
a great encouragerrent to my heart to realize the purpose of II Corinthians and
.e Holy Spirit has made it a part of Scripture. Its purpose demonstrates God's
toward His own, even though we are so lilldeserving of that love. The believers
1rinth unfortlillately fought with each other. They had also been tolerant of a
despicable sin in the life of a member in their fellowship. They failed to
in a manner which would reveal their distinctiveness in Christ, expressing
concerning some aspects of the Christian message. The overriding concern of
1rinthians seems to be the doubt the people had concerning the authority of the
le Paul to teach them. What I find to be helpful is the realization that no
r how desperate the situation was, God still loved them. He saw to it that
love was translated through the life of His servant, Paul. The Lord doesn't
write people off because they may not be as perfect as they should. Such com'.on for his fellow saints motivated Paul to stay with these individuals, working
them even when they questioned his own authority for instruction. Notice how
stifies, "Our mouth has spoken freely to you, 0 Corinthians, our heart is open
'(II Corinthians 6:11). He bared his soul to these people, demonstrating not
his genuine love and concern for them, but also his desire that they might not
their backs upon God's message.
was a constant and compassionate consideration by Paul of the church he had
d to establish at Corinth. He was interested in visiting them. In I Corians 4:17 we note that he wanted to send Timothy to them. There is a similar
rence in I Corinthians 16:10. II Corinthians 7:6, 7 indicates that he got reabout them from Titus , "But God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us by
corning of Titus; and not only by his coming, but also by the comfort with which
comforted in you, as he reported to us your longing, your mourning, your zeal
ne; so that I rejoiced even the more."
wrote to these people at Corinth these two important letters contained in
.pture. Apparently he also penned other letters to these people. This untedly preceded what we know as I Corinthians. There is also a reference in
'.o rinthians 2: 4 about what some scholars refer to as "a sorrowful letter." This
have been just a reference to some portions of I Corinthians. The apostle
have even written an additional note to these individuals encouraging them in
r Christian walk. He knew this would bring sorrow as he indicted them for failto deal with their problems. So, Paul's was not just a passing interest in
sing to people at Corinth. He was cons~d with a desire to minister to them
1ite their many problems.

That we find this book in Scripture suggests that God is not willing to let us
struggle on our own. He wants to guide us on to victorious and effective livin
There is a variety of influences which bear upon our lives today. The people a~·
Corinth had many pressures focusing upon them, too. Corinth was a Greek city
named after the son of Zeus, who was the supposed fotmder. It was a center f~r .
tellectual studies. People were keenly interested in ascertaining the very natu
of the tmiverse. These individuals took pride in their intellectual superiority
Additionally, the city had strong Roman influences. The old city of Corinth was·
destroyed by fire in 146 B.C. The Romans rebuilt it in 44 B.C. as a connnerci al
center. It was their principle gateway to the East. There was a dependence upon
power and materialism. With such a culture and backgrotmd we can see how difficu
it must have been for many of these people to confess their sins to our Lord as
to be cleansed and living humbly and effectively for the Lord. There were ~Y
religious practices in that day, too. These people were proud of their openness
freedom. They worshipped Aphrodite, the goddess of love and beauty. It is inte
ing that in classical literature there is the phrase, "to Corinthianize." This
simply means that one is attempting to influence individuals to live on a lower 1
than that of which they are capable. These people were led more by base desi res
the influences of Aphrodite and its attendant immoral practices so prevalent thr
out the city. The culture had deteriorated to such an extent that the very word
"Corinth" was sometimes used in a derogatory manner.
Scripture clearly teaches us that it is possible for a person, if he is not care
to be influenced heavily by beliefs, attitudes, pressures, and even by Satan hi
These things can erode our desire to serve Jesus Christ. The interesting and ex·
citing thing about II Corinthians is that it shows us God doesn't give up on
individuals. Paul wants the people to be influenced by the Lord. The apostle
out, "But we all with tmveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lo
are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from t he
the Spirit" (II Corinthians 3: 18) • Here are a people who have problems. The ve
one who God has selected to help them, the apostle Paul, causes some of them to
doubtful. This epistle is best seen as a defense of Paul, as well as his messa
for those who are struggling with outside influences, problems, and doubts conce
ing the message. At the same time, II Corinthians focuses on the apostolic ness
that is essential for the establishment of the Church. It is the message we n
day. Pressures come to all of us . We are deeply concerned about the influences
armmd us , as well as the tendencies in our own lives . The book is a defense of
validity, apostolic ministry and message of salvation through Jesus Christ. If
have questions that trouble and perplex you, if you are getting discouraged wi
Christianity or simply feeling the impact of our culture, then look to the chal
presented in II Corinthians. God still loves and cares for you. This epistle ·
both testimony and iressage for you, just as much as it was for the people in th
first Christian century at Corinth.
The very existence of II Corinthians reveals God's love for His own, despite th
problems. It shows the Lord's willingness to minister to His own. The firs t
verses give us the fonnal greeting of the epistle, "Paul, an apostle of Christ
by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the church of God which is at
with all the saints who are throughout Achaia: Grace to you and peace from God
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."
First of all, we want to suggest that man can have a purpose in life. Paul is
apostle, which means that he is a sent or connnissioned one whom God has singled
for a specific task. Perhaps Paul had soire days of wondering about his life .
was a period of time from the moment God communicated to him on the road to D .
until Ananias finally crure and began to minister to him so that he might see h
specific calling. For three days Paul was in that city without sleep and food
(Acts 9 :9). In verse 10 the story picks up, "Now there was a certain disciple
2

ru:

An ·as " This was the person who was used to be
encouragerren~
cus, nruoo~
run Then in Acts 9:15 we see the significant calling Paul had .with
the new bel~ev~I£e "But the Lord said to him (Ananias) ' 'Go' for ~e (Pau~) ~s a
new purpose in f Mine to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings an t e
osen inst~e~~ oHad Pa~l's primary ministry been to the Jewish people there. would
c:ns of Israe •
f or him to stop using his name "Saul." Paul was a chosen inave been no re~on The Greek word used for "instrument" i s very common. It could b:
uument for G . ·
.
f
basic i lerrent fotmd in the home. In Greek it
d for a cookin~ utensil_ orl or anfyl and t~be relied upon. God selec ted Paul for
d ornething prac tica ' use u '
d
. h
"W 11
ignate ~ .
ical and useful purpose. Many of us to ay nug t s::i-y'
e '
very specific, PI~~~ or talents. I really don't have any specific calling I know
den' t have any g
f ll God has for you. In a very real way all in" "laybe you' re not aware o a
. 1. f
•
i•
11 d of God and have a vital purpose i n i e ·
viduals are ca e
h
f 39 in
secular posi tion in life, began t o l ose
re_was a~ w~o, ~~ ~e~;,;et~tally blind. He was in his SO's when I met h im he~~w
sight. Final.Y i C 11
Just this past year he graduated from our school.
a student at _B10 ::1- oh_eg~~f for the Lord although he is totally blind. A
bis 60' s he is us ing }s l ~onferences I ~as talking with an individual who was
r or so ago at on e 0 our
- .
Sh
11 up in years
She
hat discouraged becausthe he; eyesth~ere m~~~l}~~ · rre t~ ~~ ~e can't do a thi~g. "
. d ''Well I guess
ere s no ing
'
d
1ame
'
'
. .
because we fail to realize that when Go ca 11s us we
ti~s we los~ our v1sioln d
useful instrument. Paul was that kind of into be a practi cal vesse an a
· dual. He was call ed specifically to do a task.

a

and should have a relationship with our Creator and Lord.
II Corinthians which st::i-tes ' '.'Pa1:11, an
ce the p r::i-se i n
" There are no intermediaries there. Isn't l t thri ll ing to
tle of Christ Jesus . 11 d f God
The individual who sent him was Chris t Jesus
gnize that Paul was ca e o
.
. h received wasn't simply one Paul conelf. The message th~se I?eo~le ~t Cor~n~ioned by the Holy Spirit. We can have a
ed himself. It was inspire an comnus
·
t
1 through salvalar relationship with thiskCreator and ~ordWrif~~·weI;r~~'~oap~~ties, yet still
, but through the very wor we carry ou .
can be called.
·
·
"
h ch ch f God which is at Cor i nth with
particular epis tle is addressed ~o"t e. ur
o Achai a was the Roman province.
the saints who are t hrougho:it Achaia (l: l)
~~'
lso to be shar ed with other
e the letter w~ to the believers at Cori~t",hl ~~ m~ans "called out. " It is
l e in that particular area. The very wor
c ur .
"
ll t ether a
c_:> g.
t th
reek te nn "ecclesia " In classical literature 1 t meant to ca
'
•
· 1
nb l
Paul was wri t ing o
ose
of people'" or t o slilllillon togetl.1er a specia asse
y.
. ' b d we can have
re called together by Jesus Christ. As members of the Savior s ? y
ministry
ationship with our Creator and Lord, too. He gives us a purpose in our
11.

!1'1e secon~ plac~' ~~i~~ery first verse of

h

.ze that we can be influenced by God. Noti~e the phrase,
also important to reali
· 11 f God " There are many influences
an apostle of Christ J esus Qr. .t he wi
o
·
'corre to bear upon us today.
are tne ~ducati onal systems' newspal~~s '
ines, televis ion, and a variety of things which ':1ork upon c_:>ur everyday b ~l~~
't drive down one of our streets or freeways wi~hout seeing UI? 0n th:se
many things whid1 t ry to influence you in certain ways· Despite th
f
1
res, God can still influence a life. Paul was th ca~l~~ to be
~~o~~ ~h~ will
t Jesus not hy chance' not by accident' but by . e in uence o ch
us
• The Savior tells us that we did not choose Hirn but that He
ose

There

f

15: 16) •

think of the influence God can have in our life, we need to lUlderstand that
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(John 16:13, 14). In this passage Christ speaks of the ministry of the Holy Sp·
and the iD¥>act He can have upon our lives. I can reirenher years ago in gracJuat1
school at Cornell University we were involved in srnre advanced work in Greek :
fellow student said to ire, "The only tiire my mind really gets into areas whe~ .
ought not to be (and this wasn't a Christian fellow, but he was talking about 1
blems with the opposite sex) is when I have to do soire heavy studying in class~
Greek." Isn't it amazing that so many tiires when we know we ought to be studyin
God's Word, or when we know there is s oire thing important the Lord wants us to do
other influences coire in to seek to lead us astray. Yes, we as individuals can
have a purpose in life as God calls us. We can have a relationship with our ere
Above all, we can recognize, regardless of the circumstances, that we can be influenced by God to do what He wants us to do.

There is a wmderful diirension to our relationship with the Lord. Have you ever
stopped to realize that man can also be blessed by God? Notice the phrase , "G
to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ" (II Corinthians
These were standard greetings in many of the letters of the New Testament. "G
and "peace" were used frequently to indicate a special greeting to Christians in
particular locale.
The word "grace" is an interesting one. It was a rather standard greeting for
day on the streets of Corinth. Basically it ireans "that which delights." There
some particular things which conmonly bring joy. An individual in Paul's day mi
be referred to as having a certain favor or grace, which would indicate be auty.
Others might have intellectual capacity which would go along with the good looks
This was a standard tenn used in that day. You might greet a friend, "I hope y
the things that are a delight to you or which are acceptable in your sight. " It
became a standard tenn for a ruler's act of favor toward somebody. In the Bible
has to do with God's special favor and His lillwarranted irercy given to us thr ough
Lord Jesus Christ.
In John 1: 16 this particular word "grace" is used in a special way, "For of His
ness we have all received, and grace upon grace. For the law was given through
grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ." Grace wasn't just a common
popular word to believers, it also took on special significance. In essence it
"I hope and trust God's special favor will be upon you." The Lord gives us so!D3
which penneates all of our life. Paul wrote to the Romans, "Therefore having b
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, throu
whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in whi ch
stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God" (Romans 5: 1, 2). Notice the
"into this grace." It signifies the special standing we have in Christ.
We use "peace" a great deal in today's tenninology. People use it who know no
God's work or Word. This greeting is folilld frequently in the New Testament, bas
upon the peace which is ours through God. It is basically a Jewish greeting.
Old Testarrent we find the equivalent of "peace" used in a sense that means sinpl
absence of conflict. It is akin to the Hebrew word "Shalom." It signifies not
that "All is well," but also that "All is complete." Many times we have proble
and hurts we experimce in our Ii ves. What would you think of someone who cane
to you and said, "I hope you won't hurt any longer, but that you'll be spiri tu
sound through eternal life in Jesus Christ?" All of this is wrapped up in that
"peace." What a thrilling tenn ·it is.
Notice again the last phrase in verse 2, "Grace to you and peace from God our F
and the Lord Jesus Christ." Grace and peace are what everybody wants. Notice
source of these desired fruits. 1hey come from God our Father and from the Lo
Jesus Christ. An individual Im.lSt go to the Source if he wants these particular
attributes. We see that grace and peace are from God. All of the blessings co
4
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We should notice here, however, that He is presented as the God of comfort, If
hurt physically or emotionally, the Lord can take you in His everlasting anus an~
comfort you. That's a great deal better than a 50¢ get-well card, or even a doz
roses, as thoughtful as those things may be on the human level.
e
We see here that our God is going to operate in our behalf with "mercy" and "ca
Behind "mercy" is the idea of pity. In fact, in the original there is the thou
wailing and even Iamei:itation •. This ;-eveals something of the depth of the Almigh
concern, "Comfort" pictures Him movmg closer than you even thought possible ,
bolsters your spirits to give victory in the midst of trouble. As a human fathe
comforts a child who has fallen into difficulty, assuring him of his love and c
stant attention, so acts our God toward each of His children. In the authori zed
version we find "comfort" and "consolation" used interchangeably. This comes f
corrpotmd Greek prefix meaning "alongside of," and "to call." In essence then it
"to call God alongside of." What a perfect intimate relationship can be enjoyed.
The Lord uses times of testing and tribulation for our benefit, Nothing, not e
the suffering of Ii fe , can possibly thwart God's will and His way for us • The f
the matter is, if you haven't connnitted your life to Christ, you will know littl
anything, of the irercy and comfort that can be ours in the midst of trials and t
lations.
One last thing about verse three, Notice how it begins, "Blessed be." The t enn
special, used only of God the Father, or of Christ in the New Testament. It is
basically an acknowledgement that the Lord is intrinsically well off or blessed
and of Himself. To illustrate this important thought, consider an Old Testament
passage which has unmistakable clarity. In Genesis 1:22 we read, "And God bless
them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and le
fowl multiply in the earth," God was blessing His creation up to that point.
in the chronology is the fifth day. As He spoke it wasn 't , "You' re doing fine,
that's all right," He wasn't patting them on the head so to speak. When God bl
the intent of the Hebrew word is that He spoke and He spoke well. The results
speech were action and good results. Our great expression used in the New Test
and folHld here in II Corinthians 1 : 3 basically me ans to speak well. It also ca
the Biblical pattern of a fuller meaning. God speaks wisely and good results in
creation, or in our own personal lives. If the Lord wasn't blessed with such
goodness He couldn't really help us. Paul reaffirms this basic premise which is
vital. Bow this passage nrust have helped the people at Corinth and how the Holy
Spirit wants us to apply it to our Ii ves as well. May we continually connni t our
lives into His keeping day by day.
As we de 1ve deeper into the ireaning of God's comfort amid our affliction, we are
pressed with the reason for such attention. Paul tells the believers at Corinth
the Lord "comforts us in all our affliction, with the comfort with which we ours
are comforted by God" (II Corinthians 1 : 4) • The prob lerns we face, according to.
original words of this verse, may be most distressing for the Christian. This
dicated that it isn't to be taken lightly such as some of the minor problems of
Over in Matthew 24 : 21, our Lord Jesus pictured the future. He warned, "For then
will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the
tmtil now, nor ever shall," Here our word "affliction" is translated strongly
"tribulation." These are foreseen as some of the greatest problems to ever face
kind. In the study of this word there is the idea of pressing or squeezing.
thought is also used in the metaphor of a wine press (Revelation 19: 15), charac
ing God's judgment at the battle of Annageddon. How about your life? Are t he
tribulations or afflictions you have had lately that aren't minor inconveniences
they are real pressure? Has the situation gotten you down? Are you cornered
desperate? Do you feel trapped? This is exactly what the apostle has in mind
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The apostle Paul declares to the Corinthian believers, "And whether we be
it is for your consolation and salvation" (II Corinthians 1:6). He isn't for a
suggesting that personal suffering is the means of salvation for others. Only th
the Lord Jesus Christ, in His sufferings and death upon the cross of Calvary, are
able to find a relationship with God that is abiding and eternal. Keep in mind
part of Paul's great affliction was the result of his stand for the Savior. Many
he speaks of the persecution he had to endure because of his commi tirent to the Gos
He could have renounced the faith, giving up the calling he felt he received. Yet
he didn't turn his back on the iressage of salvation. If he had many people of his
as we 11 as ours , in a sense, wouldn't have heard the mess age of God's grace and fa
giveness. Paul testifies that by enduring in the midst of affliction, not renoun
his
calling, the
many
peopleof
would
come in
to hear
the message of salvation. He continue
to proclaim
message
new life
Christ.
He goes on to say in verse six, "And if we are comforted, it is for your comfort."
The apostle could readily identify with the believers at Corinth. He wanted to he
them understand the depth of God's comfort. He gives absolutely no hint in this
section that affliction is bad or evil. He doesn't say that a Christian would be
better off without it. Scripture indicates that because we are in this world the
are going to be problems. Satan likes nothing better than to afflict Christians.
Perhaps cne of the hindrances to our understanding of this whole area is the fi nn
we carry that anything unpleasant is automatically evil. Unpleasantness equals th
which is bad. Such are not Biblical thoughts.
Are you the type of person, or do you know soireone, who really loves his work?
the tasks take a great deal of strength there is real joy in accomplishment. Thos
who study individuals in employment find that one of the greatest motivators i s pe
sonal satisfaction on the job. In this way the burdens are so IlD.lch lighter. The
isn't the problem of being bored. Then there are others who are always complaini
about their jobs. All they do is gripe because they have to go to work. We don't
enjoy the restrictions which may be imposed. What a difference between these two
types . In a secular sense one's perspective makes a t reirendous degree of differen
As another illustration, an athlete can literally hurt in the midst of a training
program because the exe rcise is so rigorous. He doesn't look on the pain as s rnre·
thing bad or evil. He recogni zes that i f he avoids such difficult e:xperience in
training he won't be p r operly prepared for top perfonnance. He can 't possibly do
his best. Simpl y because something is unpleasant doesn't rrean that i t i s bad.
is true whether the afflictions are financial, emotional, or physical. It may be
devil has thrown them in our way to foul us up. The problem may simply be a resu
world.
the curse upon this world since the fall of Adam and Eve. Sin is rampant in this 1
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There is an old Arab prove:rb which appropriately declares, "All sunshine makes a
desert." Most of us are very distu:rb ed when rain falls into our life. Yet, s top
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REVELATION
By: Dr. Lloyd T. Anderson
Revelation 11:3-10 we have a clear-cut picture of the Two Witnesses who stand for
during the Tribulation. Because of their message of truth, the people seek to
1 them. Martyred for their faith, the Two hear, "a great voice from heaven sayunto them, Come up here. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud, and their
'es beheld them." Before this translation, "the spirit of life from God entered
o them, and they stood upon their feet, and great fear fell upon them who saw
1" (vs. 12).
It was truly a miraculous scene. These Two Witnesses are absolutely
'ncible lllltil they finish the testimony God gave them to proclaim. This tells us
t while we may not live to be as old as Abraham or Moses , yet our lives are kept
re in the omnipotent hand of God lilltil our task is finished. Some of the mightt of all ministries which have blessed mankind have been very brief. Our Lord
elf lived to be only 33. John the Baptist ministered at most only three years
of his life. David Brainerd died when he was only 29 years of age. He had a rich
·stry among the American Indians of New England. Robert Murray Mcshane died when
was only 29 years old in Scotland. Henry Martyn died at the age of 31. F. W.
ertson, the incomparable preacher of Brighton, died when he was only 37. The
imise of God doesn't mean that the minis try needs to be long and extended. We
ly have the assurance that lilltil our testimony as believers is finished, we are
rtal. When a man is in the will of God, doing God's work and delivering God's
ssage, the Lord stands by him to strengthen and uphold him.
can't help but think of the life of John Huss, that great preacher of the ReformaThe night of the deed, the
cil net in a jubilee celebration. One of God's great witnesses had been
tyred.

·on, who was burned at the stake because of his faith.

e Lord doesn't stand idly by. The triumph of evil may be in this world, but above
d beyond there is a sovereign God who reigns over this uni verse. All of the issues
of life and death are in His hands. And the imponderables of life, even of national
destiny, pertain to Him. The Lord, looking down from heaven, sees the rejoicing of
the evil world over the slaughter of His Two Witnesses. So God will breathe life
into their dead and decaying bodies. They will stand on their feet so that everyone
can see them. The persecutors will see the Witnesses ascend into glory through the
Shekinah brilliance of the presence of Almighty God.
This wiusual story continues, "And the same hour there was a great earthquake, and
the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven
thousand; and the rerrnant were terrified, and gave glory to the God of heaven"
(11:13). In this judgment alone seven thousand nen of name will be slain. God will
shake this earth from center to circlilllference. The people give glory to the God of
heaven, but it is only from a temporary sense of fear; it isn't out of a real conversion to Christ. It was referred to in World War II as "foxhole religion." How
different from the man who feels the regenerating Spirit of Jesus Christ in his own
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The destination of alY llllber-1 works and unbelieving heaw~ll appear~ Judgment will
ever.
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a ion 20·15
· ' wi-11 be hell for11

nti fy these five in their particular order we'll start with the second and finally
back t o the first because this chapter concerns this individual, the radiant
, primarily. The dragon is specifically pinpointed without any question. He
that ancient serpent, the devil. The Man- child without any question is the
siah, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is destined to rule all the nations and families
the earth. Michael, the fourth personage, appears several times in the Old Tes tat. He is called "the great prince who stands for the nation of Israel." As the
angel he is the only one who is so named in the Word of God. We shall speak of
at length when we coire to chapter 13. . The fifth reference concerns the rennant
the seed of the woman. There have been many identifications of. this radiant
across the years. Some say she is the virgin Mary. To core to this conusion is unwarranted. It is an impossible assumption when you look at the whole
sage in Revelation 12. Verse six states, "And the woman (after she gave birth to
Child) fled into the wilderness, where she had a place prepared of God." There
will be cared for a thousand, two hundred and sixty days. Again in verse 14,
d to t he woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the
derness , into her place, where she is nourished for a tine , and tires , and half a
•" This represents three and one-half years. Certainly the hwnan mother of
sus doesn't fulfill what is said about the woman of Revelation 12. Others erronly would have this radiant woman representing the New Testament Church. Such
~ be to reverse t he vision of John. To say that the Church gave birth to the
ss1ah is to speak _diametrically opposite from the actual truth. It was Christ ·inad who gave birth to the Church. We are born out of His flesh and blood.

Romans 9 Paul describes the Israelites "to whom pertaineth the adoption and the
and the covenant, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the
0~ ses"
(Romans 9: 4 5) • This is a tremendous passage which shows us that the one
gave birth to the' Messiah is the nation of Israel. That people is likened tmto
woman who bore in her womb the great Savior of the world. In a very special
e, Christ is the fruit of the womb of Israel. Such an interpretation makes
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dawned, he saw the proprietor riding with a companion toward the trees over which
had been toiling. He redoubled his efforts, and finally the great tree began t o
creak and totter. It gained momentum in the fall and the enelo/ began to shout i n
trilUIIph, feeling he had now brought destruction • As the tree collapsed, one of
branches pinned him to the ground where he writhed in agony. Still, his hatred was
so strong that he jeered at the man who owned the trees. The owner of the estate
with his companion next to him, turned to the oppressor to point out, "You though(
to do ire great hann, didn't you? But I want to show you what you've done. This
with ire is the architect of the beautiful home I intend to build here in the midst
these trees. In order to make room for the house, it was necessary to cut davn one
of the trees. You can see it here on Io/ new blueprint. The tree upon which you
toiled all night, and which is the cause now of your death, is the very tree which
would have to have been removed. In actuality, you've worked for rre without really
knaving it. It
saved ne many man hours. Your toil is for nothing; bitterness is
your food in death." While this is only a parable , so it is with the warfare being
waged
God. in heavenly places. We can be absolutely certain of the ultimate triumph of
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Without the New Testament we don't have the final word on his personality.
are three basic passages of Scripture: Genesis 14:18ff, Psalms 110:4 and
Hebrews 7:lff. We should point out that it is an error to think that Melchizedek
the Old Testrurent is the preincamate Oirist. We read in Hebrews 7 :3 that he was
made like mto the Son of God. Logically, such an expression would mean nothing if
he weIBactually the Son of God. The Holy Spirit isn't in the business of puttin
things in the Bible which are absolutely useless and futile. Melchizedek was a k~
of Salem, which is the first mention of Jerusalem in the Bible. He was a contemporary of Abraham. His name is made up of two words in Hebrew, "my God" and
"righteousness • " Here is "my king of righteousness •" Fi rs t mentions in the Bible
are very important. Equally important is to notice what he does. We find him b ·
ing bread and wine. Of course, the New Testrurent shows us what bread and wine are
symbols of: a finished victory, a completed routing of Satan. This is just as
Abraham defeated the enemy in his day. So we read about this man. We don't know
anything about his ancestry. With all of the genealogies in Genesis, there is stil
no nention of his father or mother. In the llOth Psalm we read, "The Lord hath
swoni, and will not repent, Thou art a priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek" (v. 4). This tells us about a certain category or order of priests.
Between Genesis 14 and Psalm 110 God has done sonething with the descendants of
Jacob. Through one of his sons, Levi, the Lord caused a priesthood to reside in h'
through Aaron. That was perpetuated in the Old Testrurent economy. It was ordained
with an oath. But here was a priesthood which didn't cone from Aaron. Since there
is no recorded genealogy conceniing him there is the impression given of time lessness. The Holy Spirit shows that the ministry of this man is greater than that of
Abraham, from whom Levi would come. Remember, he paid tithes to Melchizedek. But
why do we need a Melchizedek? What is the purpose of this illustration? Keep in
that the priesthood for Israel was put in one tribe, that of Levi. Kingship was
in another tribe, that of Judah.
Hav is Messiah going to be a King and a Pri
on His throne (Zechar~ah 6: 12, 13)? He has no human father, only the mother. This
gives Him the right to be in the kingly line. Hav then, if He's not of Levi, can
be a King-Priest? The Spirit of God says, "Don't you remember long before I ever
a priesthood in the tribe of Levi to Aaron, there was one who was both a king and a
priest?" He antedates them, just as Christ antedates all mankind and all creation.
He is the King-Priest forever. There was never any other besides the Lord J esus
Christ who was ordained after the order of l\1elchizedek. Furthermore, there never
be!
Q.

"In light of Luke 11: 4 and James 1: 13, does God lead us into tenptation ?"

A. God does not tempt individuals to sin. The word "temptation" can nean t wo
different things. First of all, and primarily, there is the solicitation to evil.
Second, there is testing under trials. The Lord doesn't tempt anyone to do evil or
to indulge in sin. We should keep a distinction between the words "temptation" an
"testing." The prayer recorded by Luke might actually read, "Keep us not from the
principle of evil nerely but from the evil one himself." This is our protection,
be empowered by the Holy Spirit so that the devil cannot tenpt and solicit us to do
evil in the sight of God and man.
Q.

''VV'ho sold Joseph "t;o whom?

(Genesis 37:25, 28-36; 39:1; 45:4)."

A. First of all, there are no discrepancies in the passages you have mentioned.
Genesis 37:26 we find that it was Judah who gave the idea of selling Joseph t? s .
especially the mer chants who were on their way to Egypt . It is most interes trng
the parallel that the one who suggested Joseph be sold was Judah in the Old Testa·
ment. The one who suggested our Lord be sold in the New Testament was Judas , the
equivalent name in the Greek. In a sense it was Judah who sold Joseph, while at
same time all the brothers were involved (Genesis 45 :4). There was more than one
transaction. The way it worked was that there was a suggestion from Judah, and th
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A. It does not seem to us that the present governrrent of the United States is 5 0
removed from the original Constitution to make it an entirely different form of
representation than was originally intended. In Romans 13: 1- 7 we are given a very
definite answer concerning one's responsibility to his governrrent. When Paul wrote
this, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Nero was on the throne. He could
state forcefully, "Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is.
power but of God; the powers that be are ordained of God" (Romans 13: 1) . This spe
of whatever governmental control may be in existence at the tine. "Whosoever,
therefore, resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God." We are to obey all
laws, insofar as we possibly can with a clear conscience, except where such regulations may violate the clear connnandments of God. Where authority has to do with
civil rights and laws, we are to be subject. Although many times we may be discouraged by some of the problems and diffirnlties we see in national and local
leaders, we still can rejoice that we have the freedom of openly studying God's Word
carrying on to a rather high degree a measure of personal freedom. Let us rejoice '
that as Christians we have these opportlillities daily.
''Will you please explain the rreaning of the phrase in I John 4: 17, 'As He
are we in this world. '"

Q.

A. This epistle refers to God in three specific relationships. God is Light ( 1:5)
God is Love (4:8, 16); and God is Life (5:12). It is in the context of love that '
apostle talks about the rreasure we should display in this world. It is because God
loved us in Christ (v. 11). It takes spiritual activity and motivation to love as
Christ did. His was the consl.UllIIlate and very apex of love. Love was conpletely
manifested by our Lord Jesus Christ. Even as He is in the world yet through belie
so are we to be walking even as He walked. In John's Gospel the words of our Savior
are recorded, "As the Father hath sent Me, even so send I you." We manifest love
only by claiming that we love God but also by loving one another. It is an interes
connnentary on the early church that observers declared of them, "Behold, how they 1
one another. "
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Christ.

"How long will Satan be loose after the thousand-year age is ove'r?"

A. We read of this in Revelation 20: 7-9. The length of his period is one that onl
God knows. It would be speculation to set any period of ti:rre. Rerrember that peopl
will be born on the earth during the Millenniwn. During that time they will go al
with the whole theocratic program of Christ. They will not have been subjected to
real tenptation during the kingdom age. When this period is over and Satan is lo
these people will be faced with strong enticerrents. Some will follow the devil
rather than the way of the Lord. Their dire end and destruction is prophesied in
Scripture (Revelation 20 :9). Again, no one knows the duration of ti:rre which this
will take.
Q.

"How long did Joshua lead the children of Israel?"

A. In Numbers 13 we read that at Kadesh-bamea God s ent word to Mos es to "Send nen
that they may search the land of Canaan. . • of every tribe, • • • every one a ~
among them" (13:2). That would rrean there would be twelve of them. We notice in
Numbers 13: 16, "And Moses called Hoshea, the son of Nm, Joshua." Joshua tells US
himself, "Forty years old was I when Moses, the servant of the Lord, sent me fr?"1
Kadesh-b arnea to spy out the land; and I brought him word again, as i t was in nune.
heart" (Joshua 14:7) . By sinple arithmetic, if Joshua were 40 years old at tha~ .. ~
and the wilderness journey took 38 more years after the expedition, that would n~
the total of 78. We receive a picture of his actual lifespan, "And it cmre to P~
after these things, that Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died , e
an him.dred and ten years old" (Joshua 24:29). At 78 years of age he began to lead
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